2 December 2010

Richard Robbins’ Award for New Zealand painter who puts colour first

First solo show in Edinburgh between 4 and 23 December

Edinburgh-based painter Rebecca Moore is today announced as the first winner of the annual Richard Robbins’ Award, which recognises artistic excellence in the 3,000 strong community of painters, sculptors and print-makers studying creative arts subjects at higher level with education charity the Open College for the Arts (OCA).   The award, which OCA introduced this year, honours the legacy of painter, sculptor and teacher Richard Robbins, who died last year and who was a long-standing trustee of the college.

Rebecca studied illustration in the United States at Linn Benton Community College, Oregon, and art and design at Waikato Polytechnic, Hamilton, in her native New Zealand before enrolling on the OCA’s BA Honours Creative Arts course in 2008.  She works in oils, acrylics and watercolour.   The award has been the catalyst for her first one-woman exhibition, which opens on 4 December at the Eric Liddell Centre in Edinburgh.  23 of her recent works will be on display at the show, the majority of them for sale.

Rebecca says: “Painting and running were my two ambitions as a child.  I fulfilled a dream when I ran the marathon in the 2006 Commonwealth Games.  Winning the Richard Robbins Award has made me even more determined to fulfil the first.  My professional training was as a primary school teacher, but now I have my sights set on becoming a painter full-time.  Enrolling on a degree course with OCA was the first step along the road to making painting my career. Now I feel I’m even closer to my goal.”

Her own work is characterised by bold use of colour.  She cites the Scottish Colourist John Duncan Fergusson, the 20th century painter Joan Eardley, the Post-Impressionist Van Gogh and the figurative painter Amedeo Modigliani as inspirations for her approach to this aspect of her work. 

Commenting on the Richard Robbins’ Award, artist Jane Mitchell, who is Rebecca’s tutor at OCA, commented: "Rebecca has tackled every element of her degree course with energy and commitment.  Her work ethic and the time she invests in planning her paintings are extremely impressive.  She thoroughly deserves to be the first student to have received the Richard Robbins Award and I am thrilled that it has given her the opportunity to present her work to a wider public in her first solo show.” 

ENDS

Media enquiries: Elizabeth Underwood, PR and Communications (elizabethunderwood@oca-uk.org, telephone 0759 0848783).

Notes to Editors

1. The Open College of the Arts (OCA) is an educational charity founded in 1987 by Michael Young (Lord Young of Dartington).  In the early 1960s, Michael Young was one of the educational visionaries who inspired what became The Open University later in the decade.  OCA aims to widen access to creative arts education at undergraduate and graduate levels through open and flexible learning, offering people the chance to take arts courses without prior qualifications or admission restrictions.  The OCA has an average of 3,000 active students each year, 95% of them UK-based.   

2. Richard Robbins began his artistic education in Venice after the Second World War.  He went on to study at the Slade and Goldsmiths College, University of London, and then taught at the Camberwell School of Art and Hornsey College of Arts and Crafts, now part of Middlesex University.   He was appointed Head of Fine Art at Hornsey in 1984, a position he held until his retirement in 1993, when he became an honorary professor.  He combined teaching with a prolific output in painting and sculpture, with at least one one-man show every year for 50 years in the UK and the Far East.  He had a firm belief in the importance of drawing, unlike many of his contemporaries in UK art schools, and his work as a painter and sculptor defied categorisation within the parameters of the British art establishment.

3. The Richard Robbins Award was established by the trustees of the OCA in 2010 to honour the legacy of their fellow trustee.  All drawing, painting, sculpture and printmaking students studying with the OCA, at certificate, diploma and degree level, are eligible to be considered for the award. The sole criterion for assessment is artistic excellence against the level of study reached.  There are three rounds of initial assessment each year, in March, August and November, undertaken by internal OCA assessors. Once a year, the award winner is chosen by the OCA’s Curriculum Director. The annual award winner is presented with an OCA course worth £595 and support in the promotion of their work.  If the award is won by a student who has already completed his or her degree course, OCA will contribute towards the cost of an exhibition of the winner’s work.

4. Subjects offered through the OCA’s Bachelor of Arts Honours degree (BA) in Creative Arts are: art history, composing music, creative writing, sculpture, printmaking, fine art, photography and textiles.   In summer 2010, OCA introduced specialist BA Honours degrees in painting and photography.

5. On all OCA undergraduate courses, students can study to:

· OCA  level 1/HE level 4 – Certificate in Higher Education (CertHE)

· OCA level 2/HE level 5 – Diploma in Higher Education (DipHE)

· OCA level 3/HE level 6 - BA (Hons)

Successful assessment at each of the three levels attracts 120 points per level under the Credit Accumulation and Transfer Scheme (CATs), used by many universities in the United Kingdom to monitor, record and reward passage through a modular degree course and to facilitate movement between courses and institutions.  All undergraduate courses are validated by New Bucks University http://bucks.ac.uk/.
6. In January 2011, OCA is introduced an MA Fine Art, its first post-graduate course.  The MA is validated by the University for the Creative Arts http://www.ucreative.ac.uk.

7. It costs in the region of £4,500 to reach degree level with OCA, about half the current fee level to complete an undergraduate degree at a conventional university in England.  OCA students are eligible to apply for grants from Student Finance England, and equivalent bodies in other UK countries, to help fund their studies. Financial assistance, including OCA bursaries, may also be available, depending on a student’s individual circumstances.

8. Prospective students can find out more about studying a creative arts subject with OCA by visiting http://www.oca-uk.com/ or phoning freephone 0800 731 2116.

