MEDIA RELEASE

11 November 2011
Open College of the Arts 2011 Richard Robbins’ Award 
for retired school principal and artist from Australia inspired by Surrey woodland 
Surrey-based painter and retired school principal Patricia Farrar is today announced as the winner of annual Open College of the Arts (OCA) Richard Robbins’ Award.  
The Richard Robbins Award recognises artistic excellence in the 3,000-strong community of painters, sculptors and print-makers studying creative arts subjects at higher level through open learning with education charity the Open College for the Arts.   OCA introduced the Award in 2010 to honour the legacy of painter, sculptor and teacher Richard Robbins, who died in 2009 and who was a long-standing trustee of the college.  

Patricia, an Australian by birth, became a student of OCA before she retired in 2007, fulfilling a lifelong ambition to be an artist.  She draws in a variety of medi a, including pencil, pastel, pen and ink, citing the painter Ivon Hitchins and the German expressionists as influences on her work.
Drawing and painting from a studio in her garden in Surrey, she is inspired by the woods in her adopted county, producing detailed studies of individual trees which are a forceful expression of her relationship with the natural world.  
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Oxshott Woods in winter - February 2010 - Pastel
The development of her work has been guided by her tutor Emma Drye http://www.oca-uk.com/info/emma-drye, whom Patricia sees as absolutely central to her willingness to take creative risks and challenge herself in her artistic journey.
Patricia says: ‘It is a great honour – and one that is totally unexpected - to have my work recognised through the Richard Robbins’ Award 2011.  For me, life has always been about self discovery, and retirement is just as demanding in its requirement for continued growth as working full time.   Without OCA, I would never have taken up painting and drawing seriously, and my vision of myself as an artist would have remained unfulfilled.  OCA has enabled me to fulfil a lifelong ambition to be an artist.’  
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Garden colour - July 2010 - Pastel

Speaking on behalf of the judges, OCA’s Curriculum Director Jane Horton says: 'We were unanimous in our decision that this year’s Richard Robbins’ Award should go to Patricia.  Her work is startlingly good for a student at this level of study. As well as being characterised by enthusiasm and passion, her drawing and painting exhibit a determined sense of enquiry and developing technical skill.’
ENDS

Media enquiries: Elizabeth Underwood, PR and Communications (elizabethunderwood@oca-uk.com, telephone 0759 0848783).
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Notes to Editors
1. The Open College of the Arts (OCA) is an educational charity founded in 1987 by Michael Young (Lord Young of Dartington).  In the early 1960s, Michael Young was one of the educational visionaries who inspired what became The Open University later in the decade.  OCA aims to widen access to creative arts education at undergraduate and graduate levels through open and flexible learning, offering people the chance to take arts courses without prior qualifications or admission restrictions.  The OCA has an average of 3,000 active students each year, 95% of them UK-based.   

2. Richard Robbins began his artistic education in Venice after the Second World War.  He went on to study at the Slade and Goldsmiths College, University of London, and then taught at the Camberwell School of Art and Hornsey College of Arts and Crafts, now part of Middlesex University.   He was appointed Head of Fine Art at Hornsey in 1984, a position he held until his retirement in 1993, when he became an honorary professor.  He combined teaching with a prolific output in painting and sculpture, with at least one one-man show every year for 50 years in the UK and the Far East.  He had a firm belief in the importance of drawing, unlike many of his contemporaries in UK art schools, and his work as a painter and sculptor defied categorisation within the parameters of the British art establishment.

3. The Richard Robbins Award was established by the trustees of OCA in 2010 to honour the legacy of their fellow trustee.  All drawing, painting, sculpture and printmaking students studying with OCA, at certificate, diploma and degree level, are eligible to be considered for the award. The sole criterion for assessment is artistic excellence against the level of study reached.  There are three rounds of initial assessment each year, in March, August and November, undertaken by OCA and assessors from Buckinghamshire New University. The annual award winner is presented with an OCA course worth £625.00 and support in the promotion of their work.  If the award is won by a student who has already completed his or her degree course, OCA will contribute towards the cost of an exhibition of the winner’s work.
4. Subjects offered through OCA’s Bachelor of Arts Honours degree (BA) in Creative Arts are: art history, composing music, creative writing, sculpture, printmaking, fine art, photography and textiles.   In summer 2010, OCA introduced specialist BA Honours degrees in painting and photography. In January 2011, OCA is introduced an MA Fine Art, its first post-graduate course.  The MA is validated by the University for the Creative Arts.  Specialist BA Honours degrees in creative writing and textiles followed in April 2011.
5. On all OCA undergraduate courses, students can study to:

· OCA  level 1/HE level 4 – Certificate in Higher Education (CertHE)

· OCA level 2/HE level 5 – Diploma in Higher Education (DipHE)

· OCA level 3/HE level 6 - BA (Hons)

Successful assessment at each of the three levels attracts 120 points per level under the Credit Accumulation and Transfer Scheme (CATs), used by many universities in the United Kingdom to monitor, record and reward passage through a modular degree course and to facilitate movement between courses and institutions.  All undergraduate courses currently validated by New Bucks University http://bucks.ac.uk/.  
The University for the Creative Arts http://www.ucreative.ac.ukbecomes the OCA’s validating partner for all its undergraduate and post-graduate courses from September 2012.
6. Fees to reach degree level in 2011/12 with OCA are £4,855. OCA is an approved institution for funding from Student Finance England and its equivalents in Wales and Northern Ireland. Students ‘pay as they go’. Financial assistance, including OCA bursaries, may also be available, depending on a student’s individual circumstances.
7. Prospective students can find out more about studying a creative arts subject with OCA by visiting http://www.oca-uk.com/ or phoning freephone 0800 731 2116.
