20 September 2010
OCA offers new painting and photography degrees open to everyone and without the £20,000+ graduation debt 
The Open College of the Arts (OCA) has introduced new specialist degrees in painting and photography offering an alternative route into higher education for students who have decided that full-time study is not for them, who can’t afford to leave home yet or who want to work and study at the same time.  The availability of the new degrees coincides with one in four (26%) of applicants for 2010 university entry through UCAS still being in clearing – a 5% increase on the number of applicants unplaced in the second half of last year
.   
Applicants aiming for a higher education qualification in painting or photography can now work towards one through OCA programmes at Certificate, Diploma and Degree level without the constraints of the traditional academic year - and free of entry requirements.  All qualifications are validated by Bucks New University.

OCA is an educational charity founded in 1987 by Michael Young to widen access to creative arts education at undergraduate and graduate levels.  Over the last 23 years, some 50,000 students have studied for the OCA’s BA Honours degree in the Creative Arts, which covers a broad spectrum of disciplines, including art history, composing music, creative writing, fine art, photography and textiles. 
OCA Chief Executive Gareth Dent commented: “For some students, the struggle to find a university place for 2010 entry is drawing to a close.  For A level students just beginning their final year of school, the process is just beginning.  Even before the publication of Lord Browne’s review of higher education funding, due next month, many students and parents are taking the view that leaving home to study full-time may not be a realistic option.  The arguments for moving to more diverse models of delivery for higher education have rarely been so persuasive.”
The painting and photography degree courses have been developed in partnership with Bucks New University, the validating higher education institution for all the OCA’s Certificate, Diploma and Honours degree courses.   Like all OCA degrees, the BA Honours Degrees in Painting and Photography are open to everyone, including those who have no formal qualifications, people serving a custodial sentence and those with disabilities.  Students are not constrained by age limits or the traditional academic year as they are able to enrol at any time of year.   There is no set time-limit during which they are required to complete the course. 

The two new undergraduate degrees will be followed early next year by the OCA’s first master’s level course, an MA (Master of Arts) in Fine Art, to be validated by the University for the Creative Arts. 
All UK-based OCA students can now apply for grants from Student Finance England, and equivalent bodies in Wales and Northern Ireland, to help fund their studies
.  Financial assistance, including OCA bursaries, may also be available, depending on a student’s individual circumstances.

Both the new degrees have seven modules. Typically, students spend eight to ten hours a week over a 12 to 15-month period working on each module.  Individual study at home will be supplemented by peer debate through web forums moderated by tutors, blogs and optional practical workshops at venues around the country.   
Assessment for both degrees will be through a combination of marked assignments, an individual learning log or blog, and a critical review or essay. Successful assessment at each of the three levels on all OCA courses attracts 120 points per level under the Credit Accumulation and Transfer Scheme (CATs). 
Students can enrol for the new undergraduate courses whenever they like and start studying as soon as they wish. 

Like all OCA degrees, the painting and photography degrees are open to everyone, including those who have no formal qualifications, people serving a custodial sentence and those with disabilities.  There is no set time-limit during which OCA students are required to complete their course.  Students studying for the degrees have access to the Victoria & Albert Museum image collection, the Bridgeman Education image library and Creative Commons on Flickr.
The painting degree is aimed at students who wish to develop a personal artistic vision and voice, and who also want the flexibility that distance learning offers.  The course, the only painting degree course in Europe which can be studied through distance learning,  will be taught by practising artists including the painters Jim Cowan, Richard Liley, Susan Swale and Vince Tutton, and sculptor Jim Unsworth.  

The aim of the photography course is for students to gain a broad and critical understanding of photography, equipping them both to seek work as a photographer or continue or change their employment in the field of photography, and to speak and write with intellectual confidence on emerging aspects of the photography discipline.  The course will be taught by a team of practising photographers, led by Peter Haveland, who has an MA (Master of Arts) in the History of Visual Culture from Manchester Metropolitan University and Alan Whetton, who has an MA in Photography from Bradford Art College and is an Associate of the Royal Photography Society.  
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For further information, contact: Elizabeth Underwood, PR and Communications (elizabethunderwood@oca-uk.org, telephone 0759 0848783).

Notes to editors

1. The Open College of the Arts was founded by Michael Young (Lord Young of Dartington).  In the early 1960s, Michael Young was one of the educational visionaries who inspired what became The Open University later in the decade.  
2. OCA aims to widen access to creative arts education at undergraduate and graduate levels through open and flexible learning, offering the people the chance to take arts courses without prior qualifications or admission restrictions.
3. Gareth Dent has been Chief Executive of OCA since 2008.  After training as an economist, he began his career at Guardian Newspapers, and joined the Government Economic Service in 1986.  From 1995, he led lifelong learning development at the newly created Department for Education and Skills.   In 1998, he joined the team set up to implement the Labour government’s vision of a ‘university for industry’.  Ufi Limited was established in 1999, the year in which it launched learndirect, now one of the UK’s most recognised brands for adult learning.  At Ufi, Gareth’s wide brief embraced developing the learndirect advice service - and defending the inclusion of adult learning stories in soap operas on Newsnight.  By 2005, the learndirect advice service was providing over six million advice sessions each year online and by telephone. Gareth’s own interest in photography was inspired by a Cartier-Bresson exhibition at the Hayward Gallery in the late seventies. Since then, he has been a keen photographer himself.  The validation of specialist photography and painting degrees are the first of a series of major developments he is leading at OCA.   
4. The OCA has an average of 3,000 active students each year, 95% of them UK-based.   

5. In 2009, 90% of OCA’s total taught hours were by distance learning, and 10% face-to-face at workshops and in 1:1 meetings between students and tutors.

6. Prospective students can find out more by visiting http://www.oca-uk.com/ and downloading BA Honours in Painting and the BA Honours in Photography degree handbooks or phoning freephone 0800 731 2116.

� Source: UCAS � HYPERLINK "http://www.ucas.ac.uk/about_us/media_enquiries/media_releases/2010/app_stats10/" �http://www.ucas.ac.uk/about_us/media_enquiries/media_releases/2010/app_stats10/�.  UCAS is the organisation responsible for managing applications to higher education courses in the UK.





� Owing to different funding arrangements for HE operated by the Scottish Government, the equivalent funding is not currently available for OCA students in Scotland. 








