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21 October 2010

OCA takes first steps into post-graduate provision 

with Europe’s first DISTANCE LEARNING MA in Fine Art

Post-graduate Fine Art qualification now within reach for more artists

From January 2011, the Open College of the Arts (OCA), an educational charity founded in 1987 by Michael Young to widen access to creative arts education, will offer Europe’s first MA in Fine Art by distance learning.  Worldwide, there is only one other distance learning MA in Fine Art course, based in the United States.  

This is a period of significant development for OCA: just six months ago the college announced its first specialist degrees at undergraduate level, in painting and photography.   Previously, students across all disciplines – writing, fine art, art history, textiles, photography, film & digital media and music - studied for a BA Honours Creative Arts.

The MA in Fine Art is OCA’s first step into postgraduate provision, and has been validated by the University for the Creative Arts, a new partner for OCA.  All other OCA qualifications are validated by Buckinghamshire New University.  

The emphasis of the new MA is on studio practice, which occupies 70 per cent of student time.  Students are supported as a group throughout the course by tailored videos, videocam, online seminars and online forums, and one-to-one by their personal tutor.  Students can take between two to four years to complete their MA. 

OCA Chief Executive Gareth Dent says: “Our priority for OCA’s first MA has been to provide students with the flexibility they need to support our philosophy of widening participation in higher education.  The course offers an opportunity for students for whom an MA in Fine Art would previously have been out of reach to work towards a post-graduate qualification at the same time as earning a living.”
Professor Mark Hunt, Deputy Vice Chancellor at the University for the Creative Arts says: "We are very pleased to be working with OCA in developing this new and innovative postgraduate programme in Fine Art. The course will mean that people who for a variety of reasons may not previously have been able to study at postgraduate level can now do so, with the convenience of being based at home.   We look forward to working with OCA in developing other new courses which will open up opportunities for creative arts students to study at higher and postgraduate level.”  
MA Fine Art students with a less academic background can opt for exclusively practice-based outcomes, while others may prefer a substantial written component.  All students are required to have a dedicated studio space and internet access, and are expected to visit galleries and museums throughout the duration of the course.

The OCA course is primarily a traditional practice-based course.   It is designed around OCA’s belief that the future development of art practice requires artists who build on formal skills whilst engaging with contemporary thinking and debates.  The course supports a range of methods of output and might include sculpture, printmaking, ceramics, digital art and photography, as well as painting and drawing.   Employing a wide range of learning, teaching and assessment methods, the new MA is built around the three focuses of art practice, theoretical and contextual studies, and professional skills.

Students who wish to be considered for a place on the new MA Fine Art course need a good degree in a visual arts subject.  OCA will also consider applications from students with other academic or professional qualifications, or relevant employment experience and a portfolio of work.  All applicants are invited to a portfolio interview.  

All tutors teaching the MA are practising artists and existing OCA tutors and are qualified to at least Master’s level.  Each has more than ten years’ experience of teaching in higher education.  The course leader is Emma Bulley, who is a practising artist with an MA in Fine Art and a PhD in Art Theory from the University of Liverpool. She has taught across all areas of Fine Art practice.
ENDS

Media enquiries: Elizabeth Underwood, PR and Communications (elizabethunderwood@oca-uk.org, telephone 0759 0848783).

Notes to editors

1. The Open College of the Arts (OCA) is an educational charity founded in 1987 by Michael Young (Lord Young of Dartington).  In the early 1960s, Michael Young was one of the educational visionaries who inspired what became The Open University later in the decade.  OCA aims to widen access to creative arts education at undergraduate and graduate levels through open and flexible learning, offering people the chance to take arts courses without prior qualifications or admission restrictions.  The OCA has an average of 3,000 active students each year, 95% of them UK-based.   

2. The University for the Creative Arts has campuses in Canterbury, Epsom, Farnham, Maidstone and Rochester and is one of Europe’s largest specialist Universities of art, design, architecture, media and communication. With around 7, 000 students studying on a wide range of well-established courses, potential graphic designers work alongside budding journalists and pioneering fashion designers in a highly creative environment.  http://www.ucreative.ac.uk
3. The total course fee as at 1 January 2011 will be £3,600, excluding accommodation costs at workshops.  This is payable in one go, or in annual instalments over two or four years.  It should be noted that the fees may increase each year.
4. To see the work of the MA Fine Art course leader Emma Bulley, visit: www.emmabulley.co.uk.

5. Course structure, credits and assessment:

	Year 1 (2-year course)

Years 1 & 2 (4-year course)
	90 credits
	Visual enquiry and research methods

Professional context

Studio practice: independent study

Exploratory project

	Year 2 (2-year course)

Years 3 & 4 (4-year course)
	30 credits
	Reflective practice

	Year 2 (2-year course)

Years 3 & 4 (4-year course)
	60 credits
	Final project (4,000 to 6,000 words)


Successful assessment attracts credits under the Credit Accumulation and Transfer Scheme (CATs), used by many universities in the United Kingdom to monitor, record and reward passage through a modular degree course and to facilitate movement between courses and institutions.  

6. The MA Fine Art course handbook will be available online at http://www.oca-uk.com/ in November 2010.  Prospective students can also find out more by phoning freephone 0800 731 2116. 
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