Gareth Dent biography

Gareth Dent has been Chief Executive of OCA since 2008.  After training as an economist, he began his career at Guardian Newspapers, and joined the Government Economic Service in 1986.  From 1995, he led lifelong learning development at the newly created Department for Education and Skills.   In 1998, he joined the team set up to implement the Labour government’s vision of a ‘university for industry’.  Ufi Limited was established in 1999, the year in which it launched learndirect, now one of the UK’s most recognised brands for adult learning.  At Ufi, Gareth’s wide brief embraced developing the learndirect advice service - and defending the inclusion of adult learning stories in soap operas on Newsnight.  By 2005, the learndirect advice service was providing over six million advice sessions each year online and by telephone. Gareth’s own interest in photography was inspired by a Cartier-Bresson exhibition at the Hayward Gallery in the late seventies. Since then, he has been a keen photographer himself.  The validation of specialist photography and painting degrees are the first of a series of major developments he is leading at OCA.   

