24 August 2010
OPEN COLLEGE OF THE ARTS URGES STUDENTS TO 
CUT OUT CLEARING, STUDY AT HOME AND KICK-START THEIR CAREERS 
Young aspiring photographers and artists don’t need to go through clearing to fulfil their ambition to study for a degree – or through the upheaval of moving to another city.  The Open College of the Arts (OCA) offers Bachelor of Arts Honours degrees in both subjects through distance learning.  All students receive one-to-one tuition from personal tutors who are practising photographers or artists in their own right.  Degrees are validated by Bucks New University.  
OCA students don’t have to make a choice between studying or work, as they can do both at the same time, earning to pay for the cost of their studies and getting valuable work experience at the same time.  Candidates who feel they need a breather after the rigours of exams and the university application process can register and start their degree course when it suits them. There’s no pressure to complete in three years as students can work out timings to suit their individual circumstances.  
OCA Chief Executive Gareth Dent commented:  “Cities with a thriving cultural sector offer massive potential for students to gain experience through volunteering, internships and paid employment.   Many employers in the arts expect new recruits to have a degree, but they are looking for front-line experience too.  Doing a degree part-time makes sense, especially when funding cuts in the arts are creating new opportunities for young people keen to show what they can turn their hand to.”
Figures published earlier this month show that student debt on graduation has reached an average of £23,500.
  At £4,500, total fees to reach degree level with OCA are less than half the £9,500 it costs on average to spend three years at a conventional university.  Loans, grants and bursaries for students studying with OCA are available from Student Finance England. 
The Open College of the Arts (OCA) is an educational charity founded in 1987 by Michael Young (Lord Young of Dartington).  In the early 1960s, Michael Young was one of the educational visionaries who inspired what became The Open University later in the decade, and who also founded the Consumers’ Association.  OCA aims to widen access to creative arts education at undergraduate and graduate levels through open and flexible learning, offering everyone the chance to take arts courses without prior qualifications or restrictions.

Unprecedented levels of university applications nationally – up 11% on last year – mean that an estimated 150,000 students could miss out on a university place.  More than a quarter of a million 18 and 19-year olds across the country – over one in four of those who have applied – are still looking for a university to go to in time for the start of the autumn term next month.
  
High flat and house rents in many university cities are just one of the factors behind an increase in the number of students choosing to stay at home to study after A levels. Last week, universities reported that the total number of applications for part-time undergraduate degrees was up 9% on 2009, with a 22% increase among the under 25s.
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For further information, contact: Elizabeth Underwood, PR and Communications (elizabethunderwood@oca-uk.org, telephone 0759 0848783).

Notes to editors

1. As a charity, OCA is not reliant on government funding.  That means it is not directly affected by policy changes made by central government, including the changes in university funding expected with the publication in the autumn of Lord Browne’s review of university funding.  

2. Some 50,000 students have studied creative arts subjects at higher education level with OCA since it was founded in 1987.  

3. The OCA has an average of 3,000 active students each year, 95% of them UK-based.  In 2009, 90% of OCA’s total taught hours were by distance learning, and 10% face-to-face at workshops and in 1:1 meetings between students and tutors.

4. On all OCA courses, students can study to:

· OCA  level 1/HE level 4 – Certificate in Higher Education (CertHE)

· OCA level 2/HE level 5 – Diploma in Higher Education (DipHE)

· OCA level 3/HE level 6 - BA (Hons)

Successful assessment at each of the three levels attracts 120 points under the Credit Accumulation and Transfer Scheme (CATs), used by many universities in the United Kingdom to monitor, record and reward passage through a modular degree course and to facilitate movement between courses and institutions.

5. An OCA BA Honours degree is built up from 15 modules covering level 4 (certificate), 5 (diploma) and 6 (degree). Typically, OCA students will spend eight to ten hours a week over a 12 to 15-month period working on each module.  

6. Bursary funding for OCA students may be available from charitable sources, depending on a student’s individual circumstances.  

7. Prospective students can find out more by visiting http://www.oca-uk.com/ or phoning freephone 0800 731 2116.
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� Source: push annual survey into student debt, 13 August 2010 (http://www.push.co.uk/Debt-Survey-2010--Summary/)


� Source: UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions Service), 24 August 2010





